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University to honor,
remember Botham Jean
with campus installation

Photo by JEFF MONTGOMERY

Botham Jean leads chapel as a student in the George S. Benson Auditorium on March 19, 2014. Jean frequently led chapel during his years as a student.
Burks said that Jean is greatly worthy of
Jean: The Botham Jean Memorial, created Harding community, and others who have
EVERETT KIRKMAN
by Jean’s family to be given to a student who and will hear his story, can learn from him. these honors, and he is glad the University
lifestyle editor
“I hope people use Botham’s legacy and will be able to continue to honor and
has lived in the Caribbean, and the second
scholarship, which was established by the Paul situation as a platform to start conversation, remember him.
Harding will honor the life and memory
“I was shocked when I heard of his death
R. Carter College of Business Administration and to do fact checks — history checks — on
of alumnus Botham Jean by placing a bronze
monument bearing his image in front of the in cooperation with PricewaterhouseCoopers a lot of things,” Berry said “When you know — just absolutely torn,” Burks said. “I’m so
(PwC), Jean’s employer, to be “given to your history about something, you won’t glad that we’re able to do something that
American Heritage Building, University
President David Burks announced in a historically underrepresented populations repeat it — you won’t keep the cycle going.” will help keep his memory alive. I think he
Lake also said that Jean exemplified so stands out in a category by himself because
as they pursue degrees within the Harding
campus-wide email Monday, Feb. 8.
many admirable qualities, and he believes of all he did in his life and because of what
College of Business.”
Jean was a 2016 Harding alumnus who
Photo by AUDREY JACKSON
“The original
idea actually initiated the the Harding community can continue to happened to him. So, I think it’s appropriate
was killed in his home by
a Dallas
police
The two
chapel locations,
the George S. Benson Auditorium and the RhodesReaves
Fieldhouse,
accommodate
social
distancing
regulations.
In-person
that we do something.”
weekend he died,”
Steve
Lake, vice president learn from him.
officer on Sept. 6, 2018. chapel resumed on Feb. 8.
Lake said he is thrilled the University will
“Botham embraced the Harding experience
The Botham Jean Inspiration Award of enrollment and major gift officer, said. “He
was created in his honor and will be given was murdered on a Friday morning, and by fully,” Lake said. “In my opinion, he was as honor Jean in multiple ways and dedicate
annually beginning in 2021, presented on the time the weekend was over, I was having vibrant of a student as I’ve ever seen. His passing the monument on his birthday during
Homecoming weekend, which falls on conversations with [PwC] about a potential and his loss have affected us in many ways. Homecoming. However, Lake also said he
Jean’s birthday, to a member of the Harding scholarship at Harding. PwC wanted to Number one, I think it’s made us recognize hopes the Harding community will do more.
“It makes me excited to know that his
community who demonstrates exceptional establish [a scholarship] that would help that every life is precious, and moments are
faith and perseverance and serves as a role underrepresented students, and the family precious. Our society is struggling with some memory will never be forgotten at Harding,”
model for the whole community, Burks said wanted one to help kids from the Caribbean things, and it magnified that struggle for Lake said. “I’m thrilled that we’re doing
because Botham was from the Caribbean.” us — the Harding family — and it made it something on the front lawn, so prominently,
in his email.
Jessica Berry, admissions counselor more real, and so I sense that, in his death, and hopefully students for generations will
In addition to the Inspiration Award,
two scholarships were established in 2019 and close friend of Jean, said that she and he continues to teach us things. His loss has walk by and know who Botham Jean was.”
and are awarded annually in memory of others loved Jean because of his passion for helped us grow in ways we maybe wouldn’t
everything he did. Berry said she hopes the have before.”

Campus resumes in-person chapel, first time since last year
GABRIEL HUFF
asst. news editor
MAREN BONHAM
student writer
Harding held its first week of in-person
chapel this week, marking the first time the
University has conducted a physical chapel
since March 2020.
Beginning Feb. 8, students and faculty
attended in-person chapel in eight small
sections spread throughout the week with
each student required to attend two sessions.
The University is using an app called
Spotter to track attendance through Bluetooth
beacons.
“When you enter a location, say the
[Rhodes-Reaves Field House], the app
and the beacon talk, and the time entered
is recorded,” Keith Cronk, CIO and senior
vice president of Harding, said. “Then when
you leave the location, it records what time
you left the location.”
Because the app functions by connecting
to a present beacon, it will not track students
outside of the designated locations, Cronk said.
“To work correctly, you do need to ensure
Bluetooth and location services are turned
on,” Cronk said. “Of course, you can turn
them on before you enter and turn them off
after you leave if you want to. The system
does not track you. It only records when you
enter and leave a location at the times you

are meant to be there, at the chapel.”
Senior Zach Powers said attending chapel
was nostalgic. Since this spring semester is
his last semester at Harding, he was happy
to be able to enjoy chapel again.
“Having chapel was something I associate
with going to Harding,” Powers said. “It was
important to me to get to have this Harding

experience as I’m finishing because I got to
have that when I started as well.”
While some students are getting to attend
chapel again before they leave Harding, others
are experiencing chapel for the first time at
the University, such as freshman Melaney
Binkley, who said she really enjoyed her
chapel experience.

“For this semester, I’m really looking
forward to the lessons,” Binkley said.
Chapel will also be produced and recorded
so those who cannot attend in person can watch
it later on different social media platforms.
“My part of the chapel is to broadcast it
professionally so others can watch it later if
wanted,” Director of HU16 and Videoworks
Mark Prior said.
Dr. Greg Laing, assistant professor of
English, said Harding is getting back to where
it was before the COVID-19 pandemic began.
“As much as the world has changed because
of COVID, there are some deep principles
that haven’t changed at Harding,” Laing said.
“We recognize that this is still who we are,
and we’re gonna seek ways we can get back
to them as fast as we can. And that to me
is a beautiful thing. I’m glad we’re doing it.”
Junior Abby Maguffee, head of the Student
Association chapel committee, said many
people worked to make in-person chapel
available this semester. She said chapel is
focusing on Richard J. Foster’s book titled
“Celebration of Discipline” throughout the
rest of the semester. The theme for the first
week of chapel was meditation.
“I hope that everyone, whether they choose
to go to in-person chapel or [online] chapel,
is able to get the experience ... of having a
community that’s very [spiritually] uplifting,”
Maguffee said.

Photos by AUDREY JACKSON

Students and faculty attend in-person chapel in the George S. Benson Auditorium and the Rhodes-Reaves Field House on Feb. 9.

In This Issue

“The Struggle Bus” to
livestream, 2A

Student athlete breaks
multiple records, 2B

Freshman jump ropes
competitively, 3B

Students trading
stocks, 4B

2A

NEWS

Friday, February 12, 2021

Increased number of upperclassmen plan to travel
abroad during summer and fall semesters
BEN LANE
student writer
EMMA JONES
news editor

Canceled study abroad programs have
led to an increased number of upperclassmen
planning to participate in international
programs (IP) in the upcoming summer
and fall semesters.
A “slightly” higher than normal number
of juniors and seniors will be attending study
abroad programs this summer and spring,
according to Audra Pleasant, executive
director of IP. Traditionally, these programs
take place during students’ sophomore year
when degree planning allows greater flexibility
in schedules. IP does not keep records of the
classification of students when they study
abroad. However, Pleasant compiled data
based on the number of hours students have
taken, which may indicate what classification
a student will be during their abroad semester.

Based on the number of hours students have
taken and may have taken by the end of the
spring 2021 semester, over half of the students
going abroad in the upcoming semesters are
presumed upperclassmen: 37% are current
juniors, 38% are current sophomores and
10% are current freshman.
“Especially for next fall, it does look
higher than I would’ve guessed — higher
than the usual percentage [of juniors and
seniors],” Pleasant said.
For fall 2021, 33% of students signed up
to go abroad will be sophomores, 43% will
be juniors and 23% will be seniors.
Pleasant said that despite the higher number
of upperclassmen, younger students have still
been able to sign up for the program they
want to attend. Every program for fall 2021,
except for Harding University in Australasia
(HUA), still has space available. There will be
a “larger diversity” among students instead
of an exclusion of students, Pleasant said.
She believes that because so many students

have deferred trips, perceptions of which
school year students should study abroad
may change.
Junior Zoe McCurley is currently signed
up to go to Harding University in England
during the fall of 2021, the first semester of
her senior year, and is optimistic that the
trip will not be canceled.
“I have been a little apprehensive about
spending a semester abroad during my
senior year, but thankfully my adviser in
the [communication sciences and disorders]
department has been very helpful in making
sure I still get the chance to experience this
once in a lifetime opportunity,” McCurley
said. “Because I came into Harding with a
few extra credit hours, I have stayed ahead
by a semester, which has allowed me a lot of
flexibility in planning my schedule around
this trip.”
Several students, however, have had
to cancel their abroad plans altogether.
Sophomore Bradley Dodd was signed up

to go on the Harding University in Greece
and Florence (HUG/HUF) trip during fall
2020, then rescheduled to HUF during spring
2021, and has since decided he will not be
able to take a semester abroad.
“It’s just too late in my college career to
be rearranging my schedule to only take
[general education courses] abroad,” Dodd
said. “I just gave up after the trips were
canceled twice.”
Faculty have also been affected. Dr.
J.D. Yingling, professor of kinesiology,
was supposed to go to HUA in fall 2020.
He and his wife, Kim Yingling, who also
teaches at Harding, had planned on going
since the beginning of 2019. After HUA of
fall 2020 was officially canceled, Yingling
was not on the schedule to teach classes on
campus for fall 2021 and had to “scramble”
to find students to fill in classes that were
added late, he said. Now, both Yinglings are
set to go to HUA in fall 2022.

Graphic by ISABELLE CUTTS

‘A Storytelling Event: Struggle Bus’ streams on demand
ELIZABETH DILLARD
student writer
MORGAN GIANFERANTE
beat reporter
Harding University theatre performed
“A Storytelling Event: Struggle Bus” Feb.
4-6 in the Administration Auditorium, but
a new method of viewing will be available
this weekend, Feb. 12-14, via Pay-per-view
(PPV) Broadway On Demand, which allows
audience members to purchase tickets to
view a private event like this play. For this
production, tickets will be sold online for $14.
Based on a book written by Josh Woods,
the show tells the story of a family and their
efforts to sell a beaten-up passenger van. Their
ad, filled with brutally honest and hilarious
descriptions, quickly becomes an internet
sensation. The cast members wrote the entire
play themselves from each chapter and created
the props. Characters in the show change
from one actor to another in different scenes,
and audience members follow the adventures
and problems the van faces. The play ensures
the storytelling element is portrayed as if the
audience were reading the book.
Sophomore Davis Buckley, who is also
an actor in “Struggle Bus,” is in support

of the theatre department streaming their
performances.
“In this digital age, online shows become
more and more requested and important to
casual fans,” Buckley said. “Even without
COVID-19 regulations, it would allow the
community to grow and not be stuck in
old ways.”
This year, two other productions were
in the works to be streamed, as well as
performed live.
“We had planned to shoot two productions,
‘Vintage Hitchcock’ and ‘Dear Edwina,’” Dr.
Charles Bane, associate professor of film,
said. “‘Vintage Hitchcock’ was shot as a live
multi-cam production.”
Due to COVID-19 regulations, theatre
programs have adapted. In the near future,
streaming is on track to become standard
among productions.
“I like streaming, but I don’t want it to be
like this forever,” chairperson of the theatre
department Dr. Steven Frye said.
“The Struggle Bus” is not the only show
to stream online this year. “Much Ado About
Nothing” will be available on PPV Broadway
On Demand Feb. 26-28, and Spring Sing
on April 15-17.

Photos by NAMON POPE

Cast members perform a scene from “Struggle Bus” in the Administration Auditorium on Feb. 2. Due to COVID-19 regulations, cast members had to
practice social distancing on stage at all times.
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Katelyn Allen

Features Editor

T

he year 2020 proved that it is so
hard to love people. From the
murder of George Floyd broadcasted on our
smartphones to isolating from our friends
and family with a deadly virus looming over
our heads at every turn, everything seemed
pretty hopeless. People who claimed to be
followers of Christ began to talk less about
love and more about resentment. Social
media lit the match under the hatred and
bitterness in everyone, and it spread like
wildfire.
A song that was continuously stuck in
my head throughout quarantine was “The
Ballad of Love and Hate” by The Avett
Brothers. This song personifies Love and
Hate as lovers who have been apart for
some time. Many people believe that love
and hate are complete opposites, but this
isn’t the case. The complete opposite of love
and hate is complacency. It took bingeing
“Desperate Housewives” with my dad
during isolation to understand that lesson.
In “The Ballad of Love and Hate,” Love
is described as gentle, patient and kind while
Hate is described as being a screaming,
angry and lonely toddler. Throughout last
year, I felt myself relating more to Hate
with every tragic event unfolding, one after
another. Seeing the way people blatantly
ignored the Black experience and chose
to be complacent filled me with rage. The

'
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Let’s talk
about it

The balance of love
and hate

disrespectful comments and posts arguing
over the Black Lives Matter movement
broke my spirit. For months, I decided to
reject Christianity completely because of it.

We must stop striving to be
right and instead strive to
love and hate.
– Katelyn Allen,
senior

I couldn’t understand how God would
allow George Floyd to be murdered, so I
was filled with anger. I couldn’t understand
why God’s chosen people would be so
quick to shut down Black men and women
coming forward about their experiences
with racism, so I was filled with bitterness.
I couldn’t understand how God would
allow a pandemic to stop our lives with
no foreseeable end, so I was filled with
loneliness.
So when I listen to The Avett Brothers
song, I can’t help but relate to Hate. He’s
serious when he’s around others, screaming
when he’s alone and lonely no matter what.
Then there’s Love: the soaring and singing
blue-eyed beauty. When I listen to the song,
I always see Love as the people I admire. I

Eric Johnson

Opinions Editor

And the bells
were ringing

want nothing more than to be able to see
life through Love’s rose-tinted glasses. It
makes me wonder: How can there be a
balance between love and hate?
At the end of the song, Love arrives
home and is waiting patiently for Hate.
He eventually comes home and apologizes
for his rash behavior to Love. She doesn’t
accept the apology and instead apologizes
for being gone. “I’m yours and that’s it,
forever. You’re mine and that’s it, forever,”
she says.
The balance between love and hate is
simple. When we are passionate about
human life and angry about injustice, we
uncover our primary value in one another.
We must realize that our primary value rests
in the fact that we are human beings. We
will mess up, make mistakes and embody
hate while also empathizing with one
another to embody love. The balance is to
love one another through our actions and
words because we are human beings and
hate the evil that we bring into the world
through our imperfections. We must stop
striving to be right and instead strive to
love and hate.

T

here is a Confederate statue in
downtown Searcy, right outside
the White County Courthouse. It is there
to commemorate “the memory of the
Confederate soldiers of White County.”
According to the Central Arkansas
Library System (CALS), on April 16, 1917,
a group of 61 Confederate veterans and
their guests gathered for the monument’s
dedication. A former U.S. Representative
of Arkansas’ Second Congressional District
named Stephen Brundidge spoke to the
crowd that day, and, according to the
CALS, said that, “slavery was not the real
cause of the great strife between the North
and South but it was the different views
the two sections held of the constitution.”
This Confederate statue is one of
hundreds that has survived the recent
national push to take such statues down.
The conversation surrounding these statues,
like many others these days, seems to bring
out strong passions from both sides and
typically falls short of meaningful dialogue.
I think that these statues, and the
current situation surrounding them, are
very symbolic of the current state of our
nation. We are a nation trying to heal
but struggling to do so. We are trying to
make sense of and correct the injustices
of our past and finding that it is a slow,
painful process.
One of the first steps in this healing
process is truth-telling. That is where
these statues become problematic. We
must be honest about the true nature of
the Confederacy. We must acknowledge
that claims such as Brundidge’s are not
historically accurate. While we can’t speak to
the individual motives of every Confederate
soldier, we know that as a collective state,
the Confederacy was formed to preserve
the institution of slavery.
In light of this fact, we should then
ask ourselves: How should we treat this
part of our nation’s history? This is where
I think it is important to acknowledge the
function that statues serve in our culture.
I would suggest that statues are not how
we remember history. The act of mere
remembrance is neutral. We remember
history in our books and museums. Statues
are how we celebrate history. We build
statues for people and movements that
we admire. The question is not whether
the Confederacy will be remembered, but
how it will be remembered.
T h e w ay i n w h i c h we re m e m b e r
something as historically significant as
the Confederacy is very imortant for our
nation’s healing process; it is also symbolic
of what we wish our national identity to
be. If we can unite on the common goal of
racial healing, I think that would provide
some beneficial context to this debate.
That gives us a common goal. With this
in mind, we should then ask ourselves: In
what way can we remember the Confederacy
that best assists this struggle for unity and
reconciliation?
I acknowledge that there are many who
interpret the symbolism of these statues
differently. However, I would still suggest
that our current practice of honoring
the Confederacy through these statues,
having considered the historical nature
of its existence and purpose, only further
arrests our nation’s healing process. I think
the best road forward for us as a nation is
one where we can tell the truth about our
past and present in a way that fosters new
bonds of unity for all Americans. Let’s get
to building those bonds together.
ERIC JOHNSON is the opinions
editor for The Bison. He may be
contacted at ejohnson7@harding.edu.

KATELYN ALLEN is the features
editor for The Bison. She may be
contacted at kallen11@harding.edu.

What’s your opinion?
To have an opinion published in The Bison, contact
the opinions editor, Eric Johnson, at
ejohnson7@harding.edu.

State of
the BSA

Let’s celebrate

Namon Pope

BSA President

I

’m always conflicted when Black History
Month comes around. Of course I love
learning and talking about the achievements
made by Black people, but I wish that it were
commonplace for us to talk about them all
year long and not just during the shortest
month of the year. The very fact that we have
a Black History Month tends to put the idea
in our minds that we should only recognize
the contributions of Black Americans at one
specific time of the year. There’s always the
feeling that we’ll talk about Harriet Tubman
and Martin Luther King Jr. for 28 days (or
29 if we’re lucky), and then our quota is filled.
The year 2020 was one of the loneliest years
that many of us have ever experienced. The
deaths of brothers and sisters like Ahmaud
Arbery, Breonna Taylor and George Floyd,
and the injustices committed against those
like Jacob Blake, left many Black Americans
looking for support. I found myself thinking,
“My White friends have told me that they
love me, but if it were me or my family on
the news, would they fight for me?” That’s
not a good place to be.
After all the grief, pain and loneliness
of 2020, we all deserve a chance to breathe
and be joyful. Instead of going down the

staffMadison Scott

path of racial reconciliation by only talking
about how much of a burden being Black
in America can be, we have to balance that
by appreciating the beauty that is present
within Black men and women.
Until the day comes that Black history is
celebrated all year round by all people, we can
either choose to be upset about the limited
time we have, or to take advantage of it as
best we can. So instead of complaining this
month, I’m choosing to celebrate to the fullest.
If you ask me, there is so much about
Black culture that deserves celebration — the
hairstyles, fashion, art, worship styles and so
much more — and it all has its origins in
Black history. So, when we celebrate these
aspects of the culture, we are celebrating the
history behind them as well.
This month, you’ll see the Black Student
Association working to highlight Black
culture and history right here on Harding’s
campus. We’ve partnered with the University
to film videos that will show how students
are making history and bringing Black
culture to new parts of campus, and we’re
organizing an event at the end of the month
to showcase various types of Black art. But
the celebration of Black culture and history

won’t stop in February — we’ll be celebrating
all semester long.
Black History Month isn’t perfect. In
fact, it’s not even the goal. Ideally, we would
teach and talk about Black history — as well
as the history of every other group that has
made this country what it is today — in the
same way we teach and talk about George
Washington and Abraham Lincoln. But
until that day comes, we celebrate February’s
arrival as best we can.
For those who don’t know much about
Black history beyond MLK and Rosa Parks,
I would encourage you to dig deeper this
month and learn some things you didn’t
know before. Do your best to be curious
about the world and try to understand why
things are the way they are. Read a book.
Watch a movie. Read an article or two. Talk
to a friend about their family’s history and
compare it with your own experience. And
for those who are a part of the culture and
history, let’s celebrate.
NAMON POPE is an asst.
photographer for The Bison. He may
be contacted at npope@harding.edu.
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Honest prayer
transforms us
I

listened to a podcast the other day about
prayer. In this podcast, it discussed the
integral role that prayer played in Jesus’s life
and how that should serve as an example
for his followers today. This made me reflect
on the various shapes and forms prayer has
taken in my life — especially in the last year
or two — as well as the bumps and bruises
this practice has accumulated.
Prayer feels different now than it used
to. Gone are the days when neat and tidy
grocery list prayers seemed acceptable and
even viable: “Please help this, please fix this,
please answer this.” While I have been told
for a while now that that is not the “best way”
to pray, if anything pulled the wool off my
eyes, it was a global pandemic. Somewhere
along the way, it began feeling silly to even
ask for things when praying or to even hope
that things could change. Who am I to
request that things be different when the
entire world is reaping the consequences
of a deadly virus? And who am I to bring
something menial to the throne of God
when everything else seems to be spinning
out of control?

'

'

To pray is to breathe.
To pray is to feel and move
and inch our way towards
God.
– Madison Scott,
editor-in-chief

Last April I read in a book by Shauna
Niequest that “honest prayer transforms us.”
When I looked back at my prayer life thus
far, I realized that it had heavily consisted
of more thoughtfully curated and filtered
thoughts, wishes and requests, rather than
unbridled, uninhibited desires and aches
of my soul. However, if there were any
time to come unhinged in my prayer life, it
was then — amid the chaos and grief and
discomfort. So, I did.
I began praying messy and embarrassing
prayers with every emotion that arose
within me. I used to think this would be
self-righteous or self-indulgent to bring
anything and everything to God, deeming
it important. However, the more I practiced
praying in this way, the more I realized that
to pray any other way would, in fact, be
self-righteous: To think I could mask my
heart’s true longings or heartbreaks and
sugarcoat them before presenting them to
the Father — who has already breathed
life into me when I was lowest — and the
Spirit — whose presence exists in the air
I breathe — would ultimately be prideful
and dishonest.
This approach to prayer was relieving
and transformative. Although, for whatever
reason, I again got out of the habit of
praying in this way. I reverted to grocery
list prayers, which then led to my prayers
feeling invalid and unworthy in light of
the world’s ongoing circumstances — a
vicious cycle that took hold of my spiritual
life. This aforementioned podcast from the
other day jolted me, again reminding me
what it should mean to pray: To pray is to
breathe. To pray is to feel and move and
inch our way towards God. In a world that
consistently proves itself to be grieving and
hurting, oftentimes the best I have to offer
is my empathy — to be willing to sit in the
discomfort and heartache with those who
feel it most piercingly and personally. “To
rejoice with those who rejoice and to mourn
with those who mourn” is an act of worship.
When we cannot meet in large gatherings
to raise our voices in unison, we can walk
alongside those who are hurting and healing.
We do not need to ignore it or wish it away,
but we can bear it and communally feel it.
Honest prayer transforms us. Confronting
our burdens in community restores us. So
may we, with our wounds and heartaches
and hopes and desires, be present and move
toward empathy and oneness, unashamed
to feel and speak the truth.
MADISON SCOTT is the editor-inchief for The Bison. She can be
contacted at mscott9@harding.edu.

Just the Clax -----.
Jada Robison
Guest Writer

O

n Jan. 13, 2021, Olivia Rodrigo released
her first single, “Driver’s License,” and
took the world by storm. Within the first three
days the song was released, it had record breaking
streams on Spotify, Apple Music and Amazon
Music, and became the number one song in
the world on the Billboard charts. As of Feb.
10, the song had over 315 million streams on
Spotify and over 102 million views on YouTube.
While it’s pretty clear that most people love
the song, many people began to wonder why
it was so successful so quickly and questioned
how it became as popular as it did. The truth
is, the success of “Driver’s License” is not that
surprising.
Rodrigo has been releasing snippets of songs
she’s written for about three years, and some
of these songs have received millions of likes
and views for her lyricism, immense talent
and pure honesty. Rodrigo has always had the
ability to captivate an audience and transport
them into her own reality, making them feel as
if everything she’s saying is happening to them
as she sings the words. So, it’s not surprising
that once her first single finally came out, it
was a huge success.
The inevitable thing that contributed to the
success of this song was the search for the truth

Olivia Rodrigo runs
the world

behind Rodrigo’s heartbreaking words. Rodrigo
plays the character of Nini on a Disney Plus
show called “High School Musical: The Musical:
The Series.” Since the show aired, there have
been speculations that Rodrigo and her love
interest in the show, Joshua Bassett, were secretly
seeing each other. When Rodrigo released the
song, there were already speculations of Joshua
Bassett hanging out with another Disney star,
Sabrina Carpenter.
One of the lyrics in Rodrigo’s song mentions
a boy who broke her heart, who was “probably
with that blonde girl,”and people began to assume
that she was talking about both Carpenter and
Bassett. Fans of the song immediately began
attacking both Bassett and Carpenter on social
media, claiming that they were sticking up
for Rodrigo. The only comment about these
rumors from Rodrigo has been that the truth
about whatever she’s talking about is the least
important thing about the song — and she’s
right. This situation is yet another case of how
“cancel culture” is unhealthy and toxic. People
turned a beautiful song about heartbreak, love
and loss into a way to attack potentially innocent
people on social media.
Carpenter then released a track titled “Skin,”
in which she attempts to respond to Rodrigo’s

song and explain her side of the story, while
also addressing the amount of hate she received
after the song was released. This is something I
found completely unnecessary and immature.
Carpenter claims that while the song is a diss
track in response to “Driver’s License,” it was
also about struggles in her own life. I don’t
know what she means by that, but the song
doesn’t come off as an anthem against hate and
all her life struggles; rather, it comes across as a
diss towards a 17-year-old girl who released a
song about heartbreak. Now, because this is so
out of character for Carpenter, I want to give
her the benefit of the doubt and say that this
could potentially be one huge PR stunt, but
if it is her, I have lost a bit of respect for her.
Despite the drama, the success of “Driver’s
License” is a culmination of many things, but
the main driving force behind that success
is Rodrigo’s incredible talent and ability to
make everyone feel exactly how she felt when
she originally wrote the song, which is a truly
amazing and unique gift.
JADA ROBISON is a guest
writer for The Bison. She can be
contacted at jrobison2@harding.edu.

I’m ready for my close-up, Ms. Brooks

D

id I ever tell you about my theatrical
debut at age 10? Well, pull up your
chair and get a program. Please, no flash
photography during the anecdote.
The scene is J. H. House Elementary
School. The place is Conyers, Georgia.
The year is 1982, and the season, winter. I
think it was after lunch. My teacher, Ms.
Brooks, was scouting talent for the annual
Christmas play. Ms. Brooks was the kind
of person that any wise guy would love.
She joked around with us and let us joke
around with her.
She gave as well as she got. When she
found out that a town in South Georgia was
home to the Claxton Fruitcake Company,
she called me “Fruitcake” for the rest of the
year. She even wrote it on the board in lists
of names: “Tommy, Ginger, Fruitcake ...”
I loved it. If you’re a boy in the fifth grade,
any attention is good attention.
Anyway, that day Ms. Brooks said that
she had the perfect role for me. She thought
I should play the Elf Who Hated Christmas.
To this day I’m not exactly sure what she
meant by that casting choice, but after a
quick call to my agent in Santa Monica,
California, I accepted. It would actually
be the first of two roles I would play that
year. The second was in an amateur silent
film about a young runner who got hurt
and feared she would never race again. She
was healed by a magical unicorn in a white
bed sheet, played by yours truly. The film
went straight to video, and the best part
about it was the silence.
Back to the Christmas production.
The play was set at the North Pole and
began with my elf complaining about all
the holiday pressures: mail overflow, toy-

Michael Claxton

Narrative Columnist

making deadlines, tinsel allergies and all
that. I announced that I was quitting the
staff, after which it was up to the rest of
the elves and the Santas to convince me
that Christmas really was worthwhile.
I say Santas, plural, because I definitely
remember that Santa Lucia, the Swedish
saint who gave her money to the poor in
the Middle Ages, dropped in at one point
in the play to help talk my character out
of his sour mood.
So clearly, I was the star of the show.
My agent suggested that I drop the name
Fruitcake, but I felt it had a certain holiday
cachet. Besides, I was too busy getting in
character to come up with a new nom de
stage. As an actor who was personally rather
fond of Christmas, I had to reach down
deep to my inner Scrooge to create this
role. I just focused on the time a few years
back when I hadn’t gotten what I wanted
from Santa and drew on that for my rage.
I called it “method acting.”
My costume was a white turtleneck
shirt with a red apron, red elf cap and
green tights. I had bright red makeup on
my cheeks. There is a photograph of me
in this outfit, but the picture will never
appear on Facebook. I don’t care how much
Zuckerberg begs or how much money the
Petit Jean staff offers.

I can’t say that I thoroughly enjoyed
acting. The rehearsals were long, there was
a lot of singing, and I felt very vulnerable
in green tights. But I stuck with it to make
Ms. Brooks happy. Plus, the girl who played
Santa Lucia was gorgeous.
There was only one performance, and
after the show, the cast went to McDonald’s
to wait for the review to come out in “The
Rockdale Citizen.” They gave us a glowing
write-up, though in fairness I must point
out that the theater critic was related to Elf
Number Four. My performance was hailed
as a “tour de force,” which, I was told, was
a quote from “Star Wars.”
Not long after that I retired from acting
to concentrate on my short-lived career
as a magician. But I still have a certain
fondness for amateur theater. It makes me
smile every time I watch Bottom and his
fellow rustics bumble their way through
the tragedy of Pyramus and Thisbe in “A
Midsummer Night’s Dream.” As I watch
the intrepid Pyramus milk his own demise,
I think, wistfully, “If only they had killed
the Elf Who Hated Christmas.” I could’ve
nailed that death scene. I can see myself
lying on the stage, a candy cane sticking
out of my chest, my head cradled in the
arms of the beautiful Lucia. With my last
breath I whisper, “Et tu, Santa? Then fall,
Fruitcake!”
Dr. Claxton is not feeling well this week.
This column originally appeared in The Bison
10 years ago on Feb. 11, 2011.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for The Bison. He can be
contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.
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Cooperstown
conundrum

Every late fall leading up to the winter
season, the members of the Baseball Writers
Association of America get together and
vote on the players they think are deserving
enough to get into the National Baseball
Hall of Fame.
Let me give you a brief history before
we begin. Back in 1936, a philanthropist
out of Cooperstown, New York, by the
Photo by NAMON POPE
name of Stephen C. Clark set out to use his Senior Ryder Yakel pitches against Arkansas Tech University at Jerry Moore Field on Feb. 6. The team was supposed
influence to find a way to properly preserve to play on Feb. 12, but the game was canceled.
the national pastime; he also wanted to
stimulate Cooperstown’s economy. Two
birds, am I right?
Anyway, Clark teamed up with Ford C.
Frick, legendary broadcaster and former
president of the National League. Together,
they established the location and preserved
ELLIE SHELTON
said. “To be able to step out on the field next
“Those early games, you always have a lot
their idea into brick and mortar. However, it
student writer
week and play someone besides ourselves is of emotion, and you’re really fired up to play,”
was so much more than just that. Together,
a huge relief to all of us. We’ve been looking head coach Dr. Patrick McGaha said. “But at
they provided a place that properly displays
forward to it since the day our season got the end of the day, we have an older group,
the greatness of the game of baseball. They
The Harding baseball team was supposed canceled last year.”
and they’ve really been through it together
gave the game a place to be celebrated and to play their first game of the season today,
COVID-19 affected many campus-wide for three or four years now, so I really think
to be remembered fondly for years to come. Feb. 12 — 339 days since they last played. activities, including all collegiate sports. For they’ll come out and show some maturity
We’ve seen countless names enter the Hall However, the winter weather canceled the the baseball team, this included an increase in as we play.”
since the idea came into fruition, most game, as well as the two that were to follow practice and scrimmaging against themselves,
Despite the long duration of time in which
notably the inaugural class of Ty Cobb, over the weekend. Instead, the Bisons will rather than competing against other teams. they have not played other teams, McGaha
Christy Mathewson, Honus Wagner, Walter play their first game of the season against
“We’ve been practicing together almost said he does not think it will affect their
Johnson and, perhaps the most remembered East Central University in Searcy on Feb. every day since the beginning of the fall ability to play when the season officially starts.
name in all of baseball, Babe Ruth.
19, making it 348 days since the Bisons will semester and have been playing a lot of
“I don’t think the excitement of having
Every year since the inaugural class was have competed.
games against each other to prepare ourselves been off for so long will be a factor to these
decided, the “experts” of the baseball world
When they played their last game of the to play against outside opponents,” senior guys,” McGaha said. “I think they’ll just
collectively vote on who they feel is deserving 2020 season against Union University in outfielder Michael Chrisman said. “We have go about their business, as they’re a pretty
of the honor. In order for a player to reach Jackson, Tennessee, on March 10, 2020, no an experienced group, and I think there’s a workman-like group. They’ve done a great
the Hall of Fame, they need to receive at one would have been able to predict that it lot to look forward to this season.”
job to stay healthy and try to make sure
least 75% of the vote; only one player has would be their last game of the season, or for
It’s been a long time coming, but the we don’t spread COVID within the team.
ever gotten 100% of the vote, and that was some on the baseball team, their last game Bisons are finally able to step up to the plate Hopefully we’re going to play our brand of
Yankees legend Mariano Rivera just two years as a Harding Bison.
again. This Bisons group has been through a baseball, which is really good defense and
ago. A player may be on the ballot no earlier
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the ballot for 10 years. If a player receives 5% graduate student Luke Vandover, infielder, they can.
and live updates.
of the vote or lower, they’re removed from
the ballot. If a player gets below 75% of the
vote, they remain on the ballot for next year.
If a player stays on the ballot and doesn’t get
voted in after 10 years, they are removed and
only have a chance to get back into the Hall
if a Major League committee votes them in,
like the veteran’s committee. Every year since
the first class, it’s been done the same way.
This year, not a single player was voted into
the National Baseball Hall of Fame.
It seems the complication behind the
likes of Barry Bonds, Roger Clemens and
Curt Schilling have created a rift among the
selected few who have earned the right to
vote. Curt Schilling ended up sullying his
name with his outspoken political views and
candor on social media, and ended up removing
himself from the ballot altogether after this
year. Bonds and Clemens were essentially the
faces of the steroid era, as the most notable
players to be revealed as users. Both Bonds
and Clemens broke storied baseball records
while on performance enhancing drug
Photos by NAMON POPE
regimens. The debate is obvious: Because of
The Natural Food Store is located at 500 S. Main St. in Searcy and provides
their admitted and uncovered use of steroids,
natural, healthy food options. Rise & Grind can be found inside the Natrual
do they deserve enshrinement into the Hall Food Store and serves a variety of coffee products.
of Fame? It appears the debate was just too
BISON STAFF
McMullen and his team strive to provide
strong this year, especially with the lack of
quality service for every customer, including
a first-ballot standout this year. Steroids
The Natural Food store is a headquarters offering special order products.
continue to take away from baseball. This
for
healthy and holistic options in Searcy,
“If we don’t carry it, we don’t just say,
time, we’re seeing it off the field in the most
Arkansas,
providing both the local and Harding ‘No, we don’t have it,’” McMullen said.
holy of places for baseball fans. Now, for the
second time since they were placed on the communities with education, products and “We offer to order it without charging
ballot in 2013, not a single person is headed services. They offer goods and services to aid extra.”
with illness or to promote a healthy lifestyle.
The Natural Food Store is also home
to Cooperstown.
The store sells specialty foods that chain to a local coffee scene: Rise & Grind
Tradition is one of the most important
things we have, especially in a world where stores offer, but in a mom and pop environment. Coffee Co, which is a community oriented
no one knows what’s going to happen next. The store provides food for dairy f ree, coffee shop with two locations off of Main
Something as simple as a testosterone booster whole 30, keto or vegetarian diets. Healthy Street. A 10% discount is available to
can cause an extreme shift in dynamic. Not supplements and clean self-care products are students when purchasing their coffee.
“A favorite of mine is our cold brew,”
only did they change the way the game was also available.The store attempts to provide
played, but it fueled the debate on what is options for Searcy residents that are good Lisa Douglas, Rise & Grind owner, said.
“We make the cold brew ourselves, and we
considered “elite” and what isn’t. If you ask for their bodies and the earth.
“My heart behind it is connecting people run the Guatemalan — that’s my favorite.”
me, anyone who uses anything to get ahead,
Follow the Natural Food on Instagram
instead of doing it honestly, should not be with what they need to be healthy, to live
celebrated or remembered like their peers healthy, to improve their health — and for @thenaturalfoodstore and Rise & Grind
who went by it all honestly. But, that’s a people and the community,” Natural Food on Instagram @randgcoffeeco for more
Store co-owner Eric McMullen said.
discounts and specials.
different topic for a different day.
The store brings together other businesses
The next Hall of Fame class will be
announced some time next January. Log on with similar missions, creating a one-stopto baseballrefrence.com to view the ballot shop for health in the middle of town.
“Stores within the store” include olive oil and
for 2022.
vinegar, massage treatments, health coaches,
ANDREW CICCO is the head sports consultations, and more. They also partner
editor for The Bison. He may be
with Five Acre Farms, a local organic farm.
contacted at acicco@harding.edu.

Bison baseball team plans return to action
after long hiatus
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Natural Food Store offers healthy options

2B

SPORTS

Friday, February 12, 2021

Players
Only
Jackson Saylor

Baseball player

“Players Only” is a special column written
by Harding athletes. In this week’s issue, Bison’s
senior pitcher Jackson Saylor discusses the need to
appreciate the professional athletes of our time.
We live in a society that’s always looking
for the newest version of a previous product.
Tom Brady has suffered from that society,
and it’s a shame.
Tom Brady’s dominance for more than
two decades has football fans everywhere
looking for the next “greatest of all time”
or “GOAT.” The football world is already
looking for a successor to the “GOAT” throne
before Brady can even take a seat. If we’re
not careful, we may not be able to appreciate
what’s right in front of us because we’re so
busy looking for the next big thing.
I do say “we” because I am one of the
many around the world who fell victim to
overlooking Brady. I sat back and realized for
the first time what Brady had accomplished.
I grew up on sports, but I was never a Brady
fan or a Patriots fan or a Buccaneers fan, so
I never paid attention to Brady and how he
was playing. I just knew he was really good.
As I got older, I started to realize how good
he was, but like everyone else, there were
other quarterbacks who caught my eye more
than Brady. Be it Russell Wilson and his
ability to both run and throw the football,
Jared Goff and the Rams’ explosive offense,
and even Mahomes, who may be the most
electrifying and talented quarterback ever, I
would watch all of their highlights before I
even thought about watching Brady’s.
By now, almost everyone has seen the
infamous draft picture of the seven-timechampion from back in 2000, and the only
spectacular thing about the picture is how
remarkably unspectacular it is. A guy with below
average athleticism, at least by professional
standards, managed to become the “GOAT”
by continuously adding to perhaps the least
flashy statistic in the game, and he wins. The
man with more Super Bowl victories than any
NFL franchise managed to accomplish that
by also having possibly the least glamorous
gift that all of the greatest competitors
have. Brady doesn’t have the arm strength
of Josh Allen, the physical strength of Cam
Newton and does not have as fleet of a foot
as Kyler Murray, but instead, something that
doesn’t even directly connect with football:
He has drive.
Brady’s will to win is in a class with only
Michael Jordan and the late Kobe Bryant,
and it might even be greater. It was easier to
appreciate Jordan and Kobe’s greatness since
their athletic abilities far exceeded that of Brady
and made for great highlights every night
on “Sportscenter.” While Brady’s greatness
may not be as flashy, his fingers certainly are
because he has more championship rings
than either of those guys.
If 2020 taught us anything, it’s that we
need to appreciate what is right in front of
us because it may be gone tomorrow. If we
don’t do that with Brady, we may fall victim to
not appreciating the unspectacular greatness
until it’s gone.

Photo by CAROLINE PALMER

Senior Darcy Sanford poses on the track at the First Security Stadium Feb. 10. Sanford won the pentathlon at the
Washburn Open on Jan. 29.

Darcy Sanford:
Track athlete continues to
break school records
RACHEL BIBLE
student writer

events. Currently, the team is in their indoor
season, meaning that Sanford competes in
60-meter hurdles, shot put, long jump, high
jump and 800-meter run.
While Sanford has been breaking records
since her first season, she did not always
think she would be a college athlete. Sanford

Those who know Sanford know that she
is driven by the pursuit to praise God in all
things, and this motivation is what pushed
Senior Darcy Sanford has made a name for
her to be an athlete.
herself on and off the track pitch. Sanford has
“I have a healthy body, and this is a talent
been breaking records for the school, as well
that the Lord has given me,” Sanford said.
as herself, since her first season on the team
“So I’m going to use it for all it’s worth and
in 2017, including a win in one of
try to glorify him through it.”
the first meets of the 2021 season.
Commitment is one of the key
I have a healthy body, and this is components
Friends and coaches know
for any athlete, Sanford
Sanford as a natural leader, which
being
an
example
of it. Coaches
drove her teammates to make her a talent that the Lord has given me, and friends give testaments to her
team captain this season. Her coach,
so I’m going to use it for all it’s worth accountability.
Jessica Withrow, praised Sanford for
“She has only become more
her ability to remain positive and and try to glorify him through it.
disciplined, diligent and hardworking
encourage others to be thankful.
during her time at Harding,” senior
Withrow has been coaching Sanford
Sally Roach said. “She juggles
since the beginning of the 2019
track with school and making
season and said that her ability to
disciples for Christ, as well.”
stay positive is what makes her such
– Darcy Sanford,
Roach and Sanford have lived
a gifted athlete.
senior
together since freshman year. Roach
“She’s such a great athlete,”Withrow
and Withrow said they have confidence in
said. “As a heptathlete it is so important to said that she was recruited by Harding for Sanford’s athletic ability, as she is on the
remain positive. You have to be able to move track and field, but she originally wanted road to qualify for the national conference
on, and she can really focus on what event to either play volleyball or not be a student for Division II heptathletes in March.
she is doing at that moment.”
athlete at all.
From winning the first meet of the season,
During the outdoor season, Sanford
“Originally, I wanted to go to the University to possibly competing for the national title,
competes in the heptathlon, and she competes of Arkansas and just be a student at a big Sanford will be one to watch for the rest of
in the pentathlon during the indoor season. school,” Sanford said. “But the closer I got the season.
Both events take place on the same day, with to graduating, I realized that I just wasn’t
30 minute breaks in between the different ready to give up being an athlete.”

Valentine’s

Edition

Ricardo Rodrigues

tennis

Carissa Caples

basketball

Michael Cendrick Sydney Reynolds

Josh Perkins

football

track and field

basketball

Sweethearts

Hershey Kisses

What is your favorite
Valentine’s themed candy?

Hershey Kisses

Hershey Hugs

Minature pink
and white
M&M’s

What is your favorite
message from a
Sweetheart?

Ur hot

Sweet pea

Recipe 4 love

Too sweet

I love you

What heart emoji do you
use when you text?

Blue

The double pink
heart

Red

Depends on the
person

Green

What is your favorite way to
express love to someone?

Writing poems

Giving gifts

Spending
quality time

Talking with them

Touch
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Zooming through Living World Religions

Graphic by ISABELLE CUTTS

Dr. Monte Cox gets creative with Living World Religions bi-annual class trips out of state
SARA MCCLARAN
student writer
While most classes were affected by
COVID-19 regulations, some had to cut
out major parts of their syllabi. One popular
class, Living World Religions, lost one of
the most important events of its semester.
Since 1998, Dean of the College of Bible
and Ministry Monte Cox has taken his
class on a weekend field trip to Chicago
or Dallas to visit the places of worship
for Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists
and Sikhs. Cox was forced to alter this
tradition, however, in light of the pandemic.
“It’s one thing to listen to a Christian
professor explaining the contours of

Judaism or Islam or Hinduism or
Buddhism, ” Cox said. “ It ’s another
thing to hear it f rom a practitioner.”
In spring 2020, the class had
plans to go to S t. L ouis. Howe ver,
because of travel restrictions, the
semesterly trip has been on pause since.
“That was one of the things I was
saddest to miss when we didn’t come back
to campus after Spring Break,” senior
Nickolas Simpson said. “The alternative
assignment definitely taught me a lot
about differing faiths [from] my own, but
I imagine actually visiting the places of
worship of these various religions and them
telling us about their faith in person would
have been another level of experience.”

Instead of traveling, the Living World
Religions class has been zooming bi-weekly
with the same people they would have visited.
“International Holocaust Remembrance
D ay [ w a s ] J a n . 2 7 , ” C ox s a i d . “ We
Zoomed with a Jewish f riend of mine
from Chicago whose parents survived the
Holocaust. Next week or the week after,
we will Zoom with an imam from Dallas.”
The reason for the conversations, according
to Cox, is to help the students put real names
and faces to the facts they have learned in class.
“Each one professes a religion other
than Christianity, and they tell us their
story and a little about the traditions and
beliefs they hold,” senior Allie Lightfoot
said. “Most of the students who come to

Harding have been highly exposed to one or
two different religions or traditions, at the
most. I think a lot of us would like to have
a better understanding of the people around
us, and for me specifically, I’m glad to learn
about the contact points and contradictions
of each religion that I’ll be able to hopefully
ask about in conversation with someone.”
Cox said he views the Zoom interviews
as a distant second best to the in-person
experience and is hoping to start the
traveling experience as soon as possible.
“I think it helps them feel more
comfortable in the future engaging a Sikh or
Muslim or Hindu or Buddhist in conversation
about their faith,” Cox said. “I’ll do it as
soon as I can, and I hope that’s November.”

Freshman competes in jump roping tournaments

Photos by AUDREY JACKSON

Freshman Jacob Weatherford jumps rope inside the Ganus Activities Complex on Feb. 9. Weatherford competed in jump roping tournaments internationally.

Harding students share a love for jump roping, reminisce over the competitive sport
SOPHIA TOTH
student writer
There are many recreational opportunities
and spaces Harding provides for its
students — from intramural sports and
swimming times, to rock climbing and more.
However, jump roping is not among them.
Originally from Tennessee, freshman
Jacob Weatherford came to Harding after
alternative plans with jump roping fell through.
“I started in a club at my local elementary
school,”Weatherford said. “Starting when I was
6 or 7, I’ve been doing it for about 13 years. I
just really enjoyed it and figured there was a
competitive team instead of just performances .
. . So I went to nationals and, ever since then, I
was on the competitive and performance teams.”
Weatherford said through his competition
team, he had the opportunity to compete all
over the country and eventually all around the
world. In addition to this, his performance
team performed at college basketball

halftime shows, high schools and more.
Weatherford said that jump roping
helped to form a large portion of his closeknit relationships and is an influential
aspect of his childhood that helped him
cultivate leadership skills, worldwide
f riendships and unique opportunities.
One of the highlights of Weatherford’s
athletic career includes being scouted and
hired by Cirque Du Soleil at 16 years old.
However, his career as a performer for the
international company was cut short due to
COVID-19 travel restrictions across the globe.
A long-term goal for Weatherford is getting
his team to qualify for the 2028 Olympics.
The obstacle, however, will be maintaining
physical health, Weatherford said. Due to
the physical stress of tumbling, jump roping
and working out, only time and diligence
will tell if Weatherford’s team will compete.
Several students in the Harding
community have connections to jump
roping and said they also created strong
bonds and leadership skills because of it.

“I enjoyed [jump roping],” junior Sarah
Hickerson said. “It’s definitely a good leadership
role ... as you grow up because we just entered a
place where we had to step up and take charge,
and I think that’s been really beneficial to me.”
S enior Jordan Hornsby also did
competitive and performance jump roping
for eight years while growing up. Hornsby
said she most enjoyed the relationships
she formed from being on a team and still
appreciates the lessons she learned from it.
“Something that I learned that I still
hold with me is that there is always room
for improvement,” Hornsby said. “Jump
roping is so meticulous, and there is always
something that can be changed or improved.
Each jump is so specific, so I learned the
art of striving to do my best in all things.”
Both Hornsby and Weatherford said they
were able to learn a lot from jump roping — a
sport that not many participate in — and continue
to value the memories and lessons accumulated
from their years competing and performing.
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Celebrating Valentine’s Day
BRITTY GIST
student writer
Celebrated with shades of pink and red,
fresh flowers, chocolate-covered candies,
sweet cards and warm hearts, Valentine’s
Day is a day dedicated to showing love to
those around us.
Valentine’s Day’s origin is rather blurry,
including how it was established and to
whom to give credit. However, St. Valentine,
whichever one in history he may be, has
given people all over the world a special
day to simply be loved and present love
in return, and many women on Harding’s
campus have their own traditions, likes
and dislikes when it comes to this holiday.
Junior Kathryn Wilkins said that she has
always loved Valentine’s Day. Even as a young
child, she said that she loved going to the
store with her mom to get little cards and
cookies for her classmates. Now, Wilkins is
engaged, and said she still views Valentine’s
Day as highly as she did as a child.
“I love being able to love people, and
I like having people to care for,” Wilkins

said. “It’s a great day, even if you don’t have
a romantic partner.”
Senior Ashlyn Alexander said that she is
rather fond of celebrating “Galentine’s Day,”
which is observed on Feb. 13. She said she
loves getting flowers and chocolates and
watching “The Notebook,” but her favorite
tradition is getting dressed up for dinner
with one of her best friends since sixth grade.
“This year I think we are going to switch
the tradition up,” Alexander said. “ We are
going to relax, watch movies and eat ice
cream this year, and I am so excited.”
Instructor of kinesiology Christy Morgan
has been married to her husband, Harding
Men’s Basketball Coach Jeff Morgan, for
27 years and said that she has seen her fair
share of different Valentine’s Day traditions
in that time. Given that Valentine’s Day is
during the peak of basketball season, she
said she simply looks forward to having
quality time with her husband on this day,
no matter what that might look like.
“It’s just a day to show love to people no
matter who it is, and I love that,” Morgan
said. “We can never have enough of those
days.”
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GameStop, an electronics and gaming
retail company, has found its way back into
the news cycle of 2021 after a steady decline
in sales. With shopping for technology
primarily being done online, GameStop
has been slowly reducing their prices over
the past couple of years, dropping over $5
billion in revenue since 2015. The company
is still in business, but few people expect it
to be back to the size it once was. So why
is this store making headlines?
GameStop was put in the middle of a
short selling, which is where investors can
go to bet against a company to make a profit.
When a group of day traders coordinating
on Reddit heard about the short selling
purchases, they came together and purchased
shares of the struggling company to drive
up the prices of GameStop (GME). At
Harding, a student who had purchased a
couple of shares in GameStop bought his
shares back at a much higher price.
“I think the Reddit/Wall Street Bets
movement is a little more complicated than
it may appear,” junior Josiah Jenkins said.
“While at first glance it appeared to be a
meme-inspired impulse stock buy, I think
there is a real case to buy GME, but not in
its current state. I originally bought a couple
of shares in my Robinhood account in 2019
and made money off of them before buying
them back.”
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Robinhood, a stock trading app, was
also caught in the heat of the “biowar” after
placing trading restrictions on all stocks.
This decision made some people rethink
their investment in the app.
“I strongly disagree with the decision
they made to limit the purchase of popular
stocks,” senior Jared Atkins said.
Atkins also said he did not like Robinhood’s
ability to take away private investors’ free
choice because it pushed the agenda of
Robinhood.
“Their decision has made me think
about possibly switching to other brokers,”
Atkins said.
After their stocks rose by 525%, AMC
Entertainment also caught the eye of Harding
students using Robinhood.
Junior Steve Butterfield purchased stocks
in both AMC and GME. Butterfield said he
was not impressed by the restriction move
made by Robinhood.
“For a few days, Robinhood users were
only allowed to sell their GameStop stocks,”
Butterfield said. “This seems like market
manipulation and is probably illegal. I would
only recommend the app to people who are
willing to use my invite code, which would
get us both one free stock.”
Robinhood has since lifted the trading
restrictions. However, the company now faces
multiple class action lawsuits claiming that
Robinhood “manipulated the market for the
benefit of people and financial institutions
who were not Robinhood’s customers.”
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Junior Steve Butterfield poses for a portrait in the Mabee Business Building
on Feb. 10. Butterfield purchased stock in both AMC Entertainment and
GameStop (GME).
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